Coho Recovery in the Dutch Bill Creek Watershed
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The Russian River Coho Water Resources Partnership

Years of community organizing amongst diverse stakeholders and agencies resulted in the formation of the
The Russian River Coho Water Resources Partnership. Established in 2009, with funding from the National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation and Sonoma Water, the Partnership works to improve streamflow for fish and water sup-
ply reliability for human communities in five Russian River streams critical to coho recovery,
including Dutch Bill Creek.

Learn more or get involved!
Visit the Russian River Coho Water Resources Partnership website at cohopartnership.org.
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. ) N $ o5 - \ Y'Y ‘ - - Occidental Arts and Ecology Center (OAEC) creates an 80-acre

Russian River i, -~ ' ' . ol ' T oo N _ conservation hydrology demonstration site in the DBC watershed,

mouth 4 - - a4 .1- B . ! . : including sediment reduction, gully mitigation and groundwater 1997

: ) )Y © g - - ' recharge projects, fish-friendly roads, upland wildlife habitat Dutch Bill Creek Watershed Group (DBCWG) forms.

enhancement projects, roofwater harvesting, greywater reuse,
composting toilets and other water conservation measures. California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) biologists com-

< 7 plete Dutch Bill Creek habitat surveys which reveals a lack of habi-
tat diversity, excessive sediment loading and fish passage issues.
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Salmon Creek Watershed Council hosts the first Salmon Creek

Watershed Day celebration, which later becomes West County A
Watershed Day. 2000

OAEC develops the first 5-day “Basins of Relations: Starting and

Sustaining Community Watershed Groups” training. Community

members utilize the training to found and further develop
2001 several Sonoma County watershed groups, including DBCWG,
A “Watershed Moment”: Coho spawn in Dutch Bill Creek! Green VaIIey/Ata}scadero.Watershed Council, Salmon Crgek
e R i Watershed Council, and Friends of Mark West Creek. Basins of

document spawning coho in the reach adjacent to the camp. Relations alumni come together to create the West County
\ Watershed Network.

2004-2005 2002
Culverts are replaced with a flatcar bridge at the Tyrone Road - o . . .
crossing of Tyrone Gulch, a Dutch Bill Creek tributary to facilitate CDFG biologists find wild juvenile coho in Dutch Bill Creek. A

fish passage. Dragonfly Stream Enhancement, supported by labor percentage of these‘ﬁsh are collected for the new Russian River
and funding from the Redwood Empire Chapter of Trout Coho Salmon Captive Broodstock Program. NOAA and CDFG

Unlimited, modifies the curbs on the “fishway” downstream of recognize Dutch Bill Creek as a key watershed for coho recovery.
Westminster Woods as well as a number of channel-spanning rock
weirs with jump pools below the fishway.
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Coho spawning in Dutch Bill Creek, January 2018 v A . . 2006
' - g West County Watershed Network, OAEC, Southern Sonoma RCD
and county supervisors implement the Sonoma County Watershed
and Creek Signage Pilot Project. Numerous signs are installed

) throughout the western and southern regions of the county.
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Creek Wild juvenile coho are observed in Dutch Bill Creek for the last
|Watershed time until 2011.
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2 ty 2005-2007 Camp Meeker Dam is removed! With the support of the Camp
#| SO'UtiOﬂS Streamﬂow Improvement Plan Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District and Pacific Watershed Meeker community, Gold Ridge RCD also implements Market Street

Leam th.e ecology & history of - B | 8 T A Associates treat 80 erosion sites and upgrade or decommission 10.6 Fish Passage Project.

land use in your watershed. Use i Join a watershed group. ; 4 Rl - YO ore 2 PSS miles of road, preventing thousands of cubic yards of
less water, especially in the Work with your neighbors ' SRR S SERel o 8 L2 _ sediment from entering the stream.

summer. E“mimtc tOXiC to pfomte water-wise P } g f :

household .pfoducts. Fix leaks. | practices and infrastructure : .t B ‘
Install efficient appliances, X _ in your schools, businesses, ; e Y. 2009
photo by Brock Dolman, Occidental Arts & Ecology Center roof water catchment & e neighborhoods, parks and = B SN R o Russian River Coho Water Resources Partnership forms

greywater systems. Happy F'Sh = working lands. A .; i | |
Healthy Watershed i ,. S 4 2010-2011

B : e _ 1 Adult coho are observed returning to Dutch Bill Creek after five
. g (=N g " 1Ia o Y years with no adult or juvenile observations.
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2013-2016

Dutch Bill Creek Large Woody Debris Project is implemented; 27
Government Solutions large woody structures are installed to improve spawning and 2015 & 2016

¢ | = &N g | ' ; rearing habitat. Camp Meeker Recreation and Park District releases flow into Dutch
Enact and enforce laws for ecologically sound sesounct SR I WATER ) K Bill Creek to maintain pool connectivity for coho salmon during the
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land and water use. S = = drought.
Water Rights = Water Responsibilities —————— J
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Westminster Woods Water Conservation and Storage Project is 2019

. . . . completed. The project eliminates Westminster Woods’' summer \ . . o
Written coIIaboratlver by the Russian River Coho Water diversion from Dutch Bill Creek through a combination of water S Size Gl S SUEEEn RvEr Sellmen e SUEElizee [Morierig

Resources Partnership, the Dutch Bill Creek Streamflow conservation and tank storage. PrOgra,m estimates t,he tOtaI, nl',lmber of adult C‘?h‘? S,almon
. . . returning to spawn in DBC is likely around 50 individuals.
Improvement Plan identifies specific measures to moderate T | :

. . the impact of dry season water demand and improve in-
This poster was produced by The Occidental Arts & Ecology stream flow for coho salmon and ecosystem function in the

Center WATER Institute, excerpted from the Dutch Bill Creek Dutch Bill Creek Watershed. The goal is to work with water
Streamflow Improvement Plan.
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Estimated adult coho salmon returns to Dutch Bill Creek
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users and land managers to maintain a flow regime that
protects the various life stages of salmon by managing
water demand through water conservation, seasonal
storage and other modifications to diversion practices and 2017

by augmenting flow through recharge, spring reconnections Dutch Bill Creek Streamflow Improvement Plan is published.
and other strategies.

Scan this code or visit OAEC.org/water to download a copy

of the Dutch Bill Creek Watershed Streamflow Improvement
Plan, the Russian River Watershed Map or other OAEC ~ WA-
TER Institute publications.
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https://oaec.org/our-work/projects-and-partnerships/water-institute/
http://cohopartnership.org
http://cohopartnership.dreamhosters.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Dutch-Bill-Creek-Streamflow-Improvement-Plan.pdf
http://cohopartnership.dreamhosters.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Dutch-Bill-Creek-Streamflow-Improvement-Plan.pdf

